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round breaking for a new ronald 
Mcdonald’s House® in Sioux falls, Sd was 
held wednesday, June 25 at 4:30pm. The new 

18-bedroom home will have almost 25,000 square feet 
when completed in the summer of 2009. The mission of 
the ronald Mcdonald House Charities of South dakota 
is to support programs that directly improve the health 
and well-being of children. The home, which is on land 
donated by Sanford Health, will be where families can 
have a comforting place to stay with warm meals while 
their seriously ill child receives medical attention. The 
Home builders association of the Sioux empire has 
generously offered to assist in the construction process 
of the $3.2 million project by helping build the home 
with direct donations and fundraising efforts from both 
the HbaSe membership and the public. it is the largest 
undertaking of its kind in this community and the 
outpouring of time, talents and materials has been noth-
ing short of a miracle. 

as a member of HbaSe, amesbury locca is pleased 
to be a contributor to the project by donating remote 
control “keys” for the front and back entrances and 

the 18 family suites, as well as wireless intercoms for 
the staff and guest families to use. Families staying at 
the home will be able to access the house without keys 
and without having to turn the handle…just a press of 
the button and they can push the door open, allowing 
disabled and mobility impaired parents and children 
easy access. The wireless intercoms will also allow 
house staff to speak to and unlock the doors for visitors 
from up to 200 yards away…without having to go to the 
door. Those staying at or visiting the new home will 
enjoy the latest in technology. 

Paul nelson representing the HbaSe, Sioux falls 
Mayor dave Munson, and representatives of the ronald 
Mcdonald House Charities of South dakota and 
Sanford Health each spoke of the generous undertaking 
of the local Hba chapter and its members. 

amber grayson, Sales & Marketing director for 
amesbury locca, “it’s such a great honor to be a part 
of this cause to help sick children and their families by 
giving them the latest remote/wireless access technol-
ogy to make their stay at the ronald Mcdonald House® 
a bit easier.” 

Remote Access Control
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This isn’t the first benevolence 
from amesbury locca. last summer 
an aCCeSS system was installed in 
the apartment of a young lady who 
was paralyzed in a diving accident 
in ohio; she is the niece of the 
amesbury locca Mfrs. reps. in ohio. 
amber went to Megan’s apartment 
with her aunt and assisted with the 
install herself. Megan, 22, is now able 
to come home without asking for help 

to unlock her apartment door! it’s 
given her a higher level of indepen-
dence—and at 22, we all know how 
important that is. Plus, she can unlock 
the door for guests without having to 

wheel to the door; she can just push 
the button and let them in!

The apartment owner allowed us 
to install an electronic strike in the 
jamb and replace the deadbolt only 
lock with a latch locking handle 
that works with the remote control 
aCCeSS unlocking system. The 
apartment displayed a sign offering 
ADA modifications.

High	End	Homes

With the demand for better, more 
efficient homes and appliances, it’s 
no surprise we now have remotes to 
unlock our homes! Yes, just like cars 
of old, homes with manual key lock 
systems are fast becoming a “thing 
of the past.” i can remember when 
my parents vowed they would never 
pay for a remote for their car…they 

said, “we can unlock our car with a 
key-how lazy could they be?” with 
indignation in their voices. but, 
now that 30 years have lapsed, you 
couldn’t force them to buy a new car 

without it! They love being able to 
push a button and have the doors or 
hatch open for them and being able 
to set the groceries down without 
propping them on the side of the van 
while fumbling for keys. it’s almost 
comical to watch when someone’s car 
remote dies—we’ve almost forgotten 
the old fashioned way to unlock our 
doors…with a key!

no surprise, our homes have 
followed suit. Soon the next genera-
tion won’t even remember using 
a key to unlock their home’s door. 
They will have only experienced a 
remote, just like many of us with 
our cars. it’s just another step 
forward in home automation. My 
own grandchildren already ask if 
they can unlock our front door with 
the remote. it’s a novelty now, but 
soon they won’t even notice it.

High end homebuilders are 
embracing this stand-alone system 
because it doesn’t require any 
difficult and expensive integration 
software or technical computer 
work; it’s “plug and play” if you 
will. by installing a simple 12 volt 
electric strike in the jamb of any 
door (except sliding doors), and a 
small control box near the door (in a 
coat closet near the door seems to be 
the most common place), gives the 
homeowner instant remote access 
up to 50 yards away! Yes, 150 foot 
range. That means you can unlock 
the door for the kids running ahead 
of you into the house, or you don’t 
have to fumble with the keys while 
trying to prop your groceries, mail 
or packages against the house while 
you try to turn the key and unlock 
your door. Just a simple press of the 
remote and a push on the door gives 
you immediate entry. because the 
unlocking is happening on the jamb 
of the door, turning the handle is no 
longer necessary either!

keyless entry unlocking systems 
aren’t just for convenience though. 
They also provide immediate entry 
in panic situations where you need 
to get in quickly…or, just getting 
in out of the rain in a hurry. forget 
trying to insert the keys in the 
rain-just press your remote and 
push the door open! You’ve heard, 

I t ’ s  g i v e n  M e g a n  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e !
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“necessity is the mother of inven-
tion”…i believe it’s true. recently i 
had a young couple tell me about the 
Sure-Touch remote they had sewn 
into their son’s backpack so he could 
let himself in after school. This way 
they didn’t have to worry about the 
door being unlocked during the 
time he was home alone after school. 
once he had pressed his remote and 
pushed through the door and shut it, 
he was safe and the door remained 
locked behind him. now, instead of 
wondering if he had remembered 
to lock the door after himself, they 
know the door never gets unlocked 
and he won’t lose the remote because 
it’s sewn into his backpack. You can’t 
do that with a key!

So, whether you are looking for 
the latest convenience for yourself 
or a loved one with a disability, 
arthritis, or a child, you may want 
to consider joining the next wave of 
the home automation trend…we’ll 
all look back in 30 years and say, 
“remember when we used to have 
metal keys to unlock our doors? 
what a hoot that was!”

Aging	in	Place

aging in place is a relatively new 
“catch phrase,” but it’s certainly not 

a new concept. My grandmother 
has been doing it gracefully for 
years! However, as she approaches 
the 90 year mark, there are things 
that we can do to help her maintain 
her independence and improve the 
longevity she demands she will 
have in her own home! 

dimming eyesight due to glau-
coma and a touch of arthritis make 
inserting her front door key a bit 
of a challenge. but, with a remote 
access system, neither is a concern 
when coming home to a locked 
door. a simple press of her remote 
and a push on the door gives her 
quick entry. now, if that doesn’t 
make her the envy of her small 
town, i don’t know what does! 
(well, maybe it’s her red hot golf 
cart that she drives downtown to 
get her mail?) 

My grandmother isn’t the only 
one who is benefiting from a remote 
access control system in her own 
home, there are many seniors living 
in assisted living complexes who 
are having the same great feeling. 
not only can they press their own 
remote to let themselves into the 
common areas, but they are also 
using the same remote to unlock 
their own living space, storage 
areas, garage, exercise rooms, etc. 

Just one remote can unlock 
an unlimited number of 
doors once programmed! 
in addition to the ease of 
use for themselves, there 
is another added benefit to 
the remote access control 
systems. The wireless 
intercom works with the 
unlocking system! now, 
your family or guests can 
come to the main entry 
of the complex, press a 
button and speak to you 

directly….wherever you are! now, 
you don’t have to sit and wait in 
your room to let your guests in; you 
can be walking around or outside 
and still meet and greet your guests 
personally with your wireless inter-
com. The portable and rechargeable 
handset let’s you speak to guests 
and unlock the door for them-from 
up to 200 yards away! now, that’s 
convenience! no more missed visi-
tors, just carry the handset with 
you.

a wireless intercom is also a great 
tool for anyone who is bedridden, not 
able to go to the door to let guests in, 
or simply busy. by having the porta-
ble handset with you, you are able to 
speak to guests and let them in from 
anywhere. This gives the owner the 
freedom to keep their home secure 
and yet greet guests personally with-
out running to the door to unlock it. 
You can be your own butler from up 
to 200 yards away!  

About the Author: Amber Grayson, is the 
Director of Sales & Marketing for the Locca 
product line of the Amesbury Group, and has 
been with the company for 5 years in various 
corporate and divisional roles. 

For more information, product photos, etc. 
from Amesbury Locca or the Amesbury Group, 
please contact Amber Grayson, Director of Sales 
& Marketing, at AGrayson@Amesbury.com or 
call 605-261-6429.
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