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eLCoMe to tHe DeCeMBer INStALL-
ment of the 2010 series of DHI tech tips.  

If you missed the tech tips from previous months, 
you can catch up by reading them in their respec-
tive issues of Doors & Hardware, reading the prM sec-
tions, and completing the assignments.

this month’s tech tip is focused on specifying 
“workmanship” for the installation of door hard-
ware for a project.

As we have learned through reading the  
CSI Project Resource Manual, writing specifications 
of any nature is very much a technically-oriented 
task. writing specifications requires the spec writ-
ers to have expert-level knowledge of the particular 
products they are specifying. And, the writers also 
need to be technically skilled in the methods and 
practices of writing specifications—a separate, but 
necessary, skill set that is developed over time. 

take, for example, specifying the installation of 
doors and door hardware. A spec writer might state 
that “the doors and hardware shall be installed 
in a workman-like manner.” on the surface, that 
sounds like a reasonable requirement. However, the 
term “workman-like” is a very subjective term and 
cannot be relied on solely to produce satisfactory 
results in the field. 

In the case of installing doors and door hardware, 
the specification writers need to state very explicit 
requirements that can be readily confirmed at the 
job site. For example, in the INSTALLATION article 
in PART 3 EXECUTION, the spec writer can provide 
very detailed instructions to ensure the doors and 
door hardware are properly installed. 

Consider the installation of fire-rated door assem-
blies. Assuming the door frames are properly 

installed – this would be verified under the 
EXAMINATION article at the beginning of 
PART 3—the hardware items need to be installed 
in compliance with the manufacturers’ (door, 
frame, and hardware) listings and require-
ments. Something as simple as the substitution 
of the fasteners for an item of hardware could 
(and probably will) void the fire-rating of the 
entire assembly. Likewise, clearances around 
the perimeter of the door leaves that are greater 
than those allowed by NFpA 80, Standard for Fire 
Doors and other opening protectives, techni-
cally void the fire-rating of the entire assembly. 

the INSTALLATION article requires the specifica-
tion writers to not only have a very good under-
standing of how the hardware items are installed, 
but it also requires the spec writers to thoroughly 
detail the installation of critical hardware items. 
Similarly, best practices dictate that surface 
mounted door closers are installed on the room 
side of door assemblies. However, the spec writers 
cannot rely on the person installing the door closers 
to follow this practice without being given explicit 
instructions to do so. 

too many times, hardware specifiers rely 
on the unspoken industry best-practices to be 
employed by the Suppliers and Installers, leading 
to unsatisfactory results at the end of the project. 
perhaps the greatest oversight on behalf of the 
spec writers is that they assume that Suppliers 
and Installers who are involved with the doors, 
frames, and hardware have the same expert-
level knowledge and professional practices that 
they have themselves. “the installers know 
how to install all of these hardware items.”

tech tip
do you know?

Volume 74 
Number 12



64	 DOORS	&	HARDWARE £ DECEMBER 2010

tech tip
do you know?

Volume 74 
Number 12

reading assignments:
Read the following sections in the CSI Project Resource Manual 
(PRM):

■  5.9.6, “Specifying workmanship” (page 5.83)
exercise: Based on the information you learned in the 
reading assignment, complete the following on a separate 
sheet of paper:

1. Write the INSTALLATION article for the type 
of hardware items that would be used on a 
new high school project. For example, the 
following items would typically be used 
(you can add more items if you like):

 a. fasteners

 b. fire Door assemblies 

 c. Clearances 

 d. Panic hardware and fire exit hardware 

 e. Surface Mounted Door Closers 

 f. Soffit Mounted Gasketing 

 g. thresholds and Saddles 

 h. termination of wiring for

Only Tech Tip assignments that are submitted via fax 
or mail and are accompanied by the monthly form will be 
accepted. Email submissions will not be acknowledged 
or accepted. Each Tech Tip is valued at 3 technical CEP 
points—partial points are NOT awarded for incomplete 
submissions. Be sure to include your name (and DHI ID 
number), date of submission, and the Tech Tip number at 
the top of each page of your written assignment(s).

CautiOn�: Remember, the specification writing assignments 
are to be your original work. Do NOT submit manufacturers’ 
or other specifications, regardless of their source, as your own 
work. Submission of plagiarized work will result in non-recog-
nition of CEP points for that assignment.)
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