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W 
hen the purpose of a structure is to prevent 
the occupants from leaving the building at any 

time, life safety in the event of fire is addressed in 
a manner different from most other buildings. The 
means of egress must provide for a reasonable level 
of safety for inmates, staff and the public.

The 2006 Edition of NFPA 101 Life Safety Code 
lists the requirements in Chapter 22 New Detention and 
Correctional Occupancies and Chapter 23 Existing Detention 
and Correctional Occupancies. Article 22.1.1.2.2 explains: 
Because the safety of all occupants in detention and correc-
tional facilities cannot be adequately ensured solely by depen-
dence on evacuation of the building, their protection from fire 
shall be provided by appropriate arrangement of facilities; 
adequate, trained staff; and development of operating, secu-
rity and maintenance procedures composed of the following:

1.  Design, construction and compartmentation
2.  Provision for detection, alarm and extinguishment
3.  Fire prevention and planning, training and drilling 

programs for the isolation of fire and the transfer of 
occupants to areas of refuge, for evacuation of the 
building, or for the protection of occupants in place

4.  Provision of security to the degree necessary for the 
safety of the public and the occupants of the facility.

This measure of life safety is accomplished by a 
combination of staff knowledge and selection of 
appropriate locking devices and controls. Article 
22.1.2.2.1 states: Where security operations necessitate the 
locking of required means of egress, staff in the building 
shall be provided with a means for the supervised release 
of occupants during all times of use. Article 22.1.2.2.2 
reads: Where security operations necessitate the locking 
of required means of egress, the following shall apply:

1.  Detention-grade hardware meeting the requirements 
of ASTM F 1577, Standard Test Method for Detention Locks 
for Swinging Doors, shall be provided on swinging 
doors within the required means of egress.

2.  Sliding doors within the required means of egress 
shall be designed and engineered for detention and 
correctional use, and lock cylinders shall meet the 
cylinder test requirements of ASTM F 1577.

Since there are various security levels of correc-
tional facilities, egress requirements are divided into 
Use Groups defined as follows:

22.1.4.1.1 Use Condition I—Free Egress allows free move-
ment from sleeping areas to the exterior.
22.1.4.1.2 Use Condition II—Zoned Egress allows free move-
ment from one smoke compartment to another.
22.1.4.1.3 Use Condition III—Zoned Impeded Egress 
permits free movement within individual smoke 
compartments with egress impeded by remote-
controlled release of means of egress.
22.1.4.1.4 Use Condition IV—Impeded Egress where free 
movement is restricted in the occupied space and 
has a remote-controlled release
22.1.4.1.5 Use Condition V—Contained is the highest 
level allowing staff-controlled manual release at 
each sleeping room door.
Article 22.2.7 Discharge from Exits tells us that, for Use 

Conditions that allow egress to the exterior, exits are 
permitted to discharge into a fenced or walled court-
yard. This article goes on to outline the minimum 
size, capacity and distance from the building.

Detention facilities are a complex of structures 
with areas serving purposes other than locking up 
inmates. Most—if not all—of the other occupancy 
type classifications found in NFPA 101 are repre-
sented in a typical jail or prison. Article 22.1.2.3 says: 
Sections of detention and correctional facilities shall be 
permitted to be classified as other occupancies, provided 
that they meet all of the following conditions:

1.  They are not intended to serve residents for 
sleeping purposes.

2.  They are separated from areas of detention or correc-
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You will earn 3 CEP points by reading the article and answering the problems. Upon completion, copy or detach this page, fill in the form below, and 
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tional occupancies by construction having not less than 
a 2-hour fire resistant rating.

What about prisoner-occupied areas or holding cells 
in other building types? Article 3.3.146 defines Lock-up 
as: an area in other than a detention and correc-tional occu-
pancy where occupants are restrained and such occupants 
are mostly incapable of self-preservation because of security 
measures not under the occupants’ control. Structures often 
containing detention or holding areas are:

1. Immigration facilities at border crossings

2. Customs facilities at international airports
3. Prisoner holding areas at courthouses
4. Local police department holding areas
5. Security offices at sports arenas or shopping malls
Article 22.4.5.1.1 states that: Lockups in occupancies other 

than detention and correctional occupancies, where the holding 
area has capacity for more than 50 detainees shall be classified as 
detention and shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 22. 
This requirement applies to facilities that are expected to 
detain 50 or more individuals at the same time.

1.  What Chapter(s) in NFPA 101 (2006) address require-
ments for detention and correctional facilities?

  _____________________________________________

  _____________________________________________

2.  Which article directs you to the occupancy classifi-
cation for the administrative offices area within a 
correctional facility?

  _____________________________________________

3.  True or False: Use Condition IV allows free egress to 
the exterior in a fire emergency. 

o True  o False: ______________________

4.  Name 3 elements of a correctional facility that 
provide adequate safety for detention and correc-
tional facilities.

  _____________________________________________

  _____________________________________________

To acquire CEP points, answer the following questions:
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1.  What Chapter(s) in NFPA 101 (2006) address 
requirements for detention and correctional facilities? 
Chapters 22 and 23

2.  Which article directs you to the occupancy 
classification for the administrative offices area within 
a correctional facility? 
22.1.2.3

3.  True or False: Use Condition IV allows free egress to 
the exterior in a fire emergency. 
False  22.1.4.1.4

4.  Name 3 elements of a correctional facility that 
provide adequate safety for detention and 
correctional facilities.  
Any 3 of these from 22.1.1.2.2 
 a)  Design, construction and compartmentation

 b)  Provision for detection, alarm 
and extinguishment

 c)  Fire prevention and planning, training and 
drilling programs for the isolation of fire 
and the transfer of occupants to areas of 
refuge, for evacuation of the building, or 
for the protection of occupants in place

 d)  Provision of security to the degree 
necessary for the safety of the public 
and the occupants of the facility.

To acquire CEP points, answer the following questions:
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