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ELCOME TO THE OCTOBEr INSTALLMENT
of the 2010 series of DHI Tech Tips. 

This month’s Tech Tip builds off of the May and 
June Tech Tips and focuses on specifying products 
for fire-rated door assemblies. 

In previous Tech Tips we discussed the impor-
tance of clearly stating requirements for workman-
ship and quality assurance. Nowhere is it more 
important than in the case of specifying the prod-
ucts that become fire-rated and egress door assem-
blies when they are installed on the job site. 

The obvious place to start when specifying prod-
ucts for fire-rated door assemblies is by incorporat-
ing NFPA 80, Standard for Fire Doors and Other 
Opening Protectives (either the 2007 or 2010 edition) 
into the specifications. At a minimum, it is necessary 
for the professional specification writer to closely 
review each of the related sections in the project 
manual and advise the architect of modifications 
that need to be made in order to properly coordinate 
the sections. Ideally, the professional specification 
writer will generate the specifications for the frames, 
doors, and hardware for the entire project. 

With the advent of formal inspections of fire-rated 
door assemblies that are required by NFPA 80, it is 
critically important that components are correctly 
specified, supplied, and installed in order for the 
assembled door openings to be compliant with 
NFPA 80’s requirements. 

Once the specifications are written, however, 
the execution of the specification requirements 
need to be verified to ensure that the components 
were supplied and installed correctly before the 
owner takes occupancy of the buildings or spaces. 
The Qu�ALITy ASSu�rANCE article in ParT 1—
GENEral provides a place for the specification 
writer to establish the requirements for FIrE-raTED 
DOOr aSSEMBlIES and the INSPECTOrS OF 
FIrE raTED DOOr aSSEMBlIES. Similarly, speci-
fication writers cannot assume the installers of the 

doors and frames are aware of the requirements of 
fire-rated door assemblies or the ramifications of a 
poorly installed component and/or door assembly. 
The inclusion of a PrE-INSTALLATION MEETINg 
paragraph is recommended in order to provide a 
means of training the installers before problems 
arise on the project. 

Addit iona l ly,  u nder t he FIElD qualIT y 
CONTrOl in ParT 3—EXECuTION the specifi-
cation writer can formally require the inspection 
of fire-rated door assemblies, using the services of 
the inspector(s) that meet the requirements of the 
qualITy aSSuraNCE article. Inspectors are used 
to verify compliance with NFPA 80, generate punch 
lists of deficiencies, and provide follow-up inspec-
tion services after corrections have been made to the 
door assemblies. 

Currently, NFPA 80 does not require the inspectors 
or installers of fire-rated door assemblies to be profes-
sionally certified. Even so, it makes sense for the 
specification writer to include clearly stated require-
ments that the inspectors need to meet. For example, 
Intertek, through its Warnock Hersey Mark, profes-
sionally certifies individuals to inspect swinging 
fire door assemblies with builders hardware. These 
Certified Fire and Egress Door Inspectors (CFEDI) 
have completed a training program that culminated 
in a formal proctored 4-hour written exam. (Intertek 
is the only nationally recognized fire door testing 
agency that professionally certifies inspectors of fire 
door assemblies.) If the specification writer elects to 
allow non-certified individuals to provide inspection 
services, the specification writer needs to clearly state 
the qualifications these people need to meet (e.g., 
AHCs, CDCs or “x” number of years of experience in 
the industry…) in order to control who is eligible to 
perform these inspections. 

As of today, inspections of fire door assemblies 
are taking place regionally across the country as the 
Authorities Having Jurisdiction (AHJs) are begin-
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ning to enforce NFPA 80’s requirements. While the 
AHJs in a particular region might not be formally 
enforcing inspections of fire door assemblies, they 
expect newly installed fire door assemblies to be 
compliant with NFPA 80. Likewise, building owners 

and architects expect that the fire door assemblies in 
their new buildings meet NFPA 80’s requirements. 
Incorporating follow up inspections in project specifi-
cations is the only way to ensure fire door assemblies 
are supplied and installed correctly.
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reading assignments: Read the following sections 
in the CSI Project Resource Manual (PRM): You might find 

it helpful to review the May and June Tech Tips as you complete this 

month’s assignment.

■  5.9.6, “Specifying Workmanship” 
(from the May Tech Tip)

■  5.9.8, “Specifying quality assurance and 
quality Control” (from the June Tech Tip)

Exercise: Based on the information you learned in 
the reading assignment, complete the following on a 
separate sheet of paper:

1. Write paragraphs for FIrE-raTED DOOr 
aSSEMBlIES, INSPECTOrS OF FIrE-raTED 
DOOr aSSEMBlIES as they might appear 
under the QUALITY ASSURANCE article 
in a hardware specification. Remember 
to address requirements such as:

  ■  Qualifications for inspectors

  ■  Including non-certified inspectors, 
if you elect to allow 

  ■  Compliance with NFPA 80 
(2007 or 2010 editions) 

  ■  Rules for using Fire Exit Hardware 
2. Write a paragraph for the INSPECTIoN oF FIRE-

RATED DooR ASSEMBLIES as it might appear 
under the FIELD QUALITY CoNTRoL article. 
What duties do you need the inspectors to per-
form when verifying compliance with NFPA 80?
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