
BY JACK SHINDER

Jazz-era bronze doors create 
dramatic entranceway to 
historic landmark.  

Impressive and imposing, Cadillac Place 
dominates a full city block in central 
Detroit. Today, it’s the destination for 
more than 2,000 State of Michigan 
employees, who swarm in and out of its 
noble bronze doors each weekday. 

Landmark, you’d do well to let your mind drift back almost a 

was at the center of it all.

piece of the wealth promised by an automobile industry 

population would quintuple to 1.5 million. 

by Ionic columns. Around the perimeter, three sets of 

with commercial enterprises. 

A clear expression of the changes integrated into the modern design 
can be seen in the accompanying “before” image on the right and 
“after” image on the left. 
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use, with modern door and frame assemblies that would meet 

THE SITUATION

In other words, the architects had to take a detailed look at 

recreate that aesthetic for today’s world.

material that’s easily marked and bent out of shape. If the 

AMBICO’s skilled fabricators worked meticulously on each 

by-piece basis to ensure that each door was perfect. 

At the main entrance, the three 
revolving door rotundas (original on 

swing doors, while maintaining the 
overarching aesthetic.  

www.ambico.com

DECORATIVE DOORS & FRAMES 
FOR RESTORATION PROJECTS

|

 

SPECIALTY DOOR 
PROGRAM

GUARDIAN IS ACCREDITED BY ANAB TO ISO:17025 AS A TEST LAB; ISO 17020 AS AN 
INSPECTION BODY AND TO  ISO 17065 FOR PRODUCT CERTIFICATION.

HAVING 
PROBLEMS WITH 

FIRE-RATED LABELS FOR YOUR 
SPECIALTY DOORS?

Guardian can help solve your problem. 
Contact us for fast, efficient labeling service. Submit shop 

drawings to Guardian for approval of the door’s fire-rated status.

GUARDIAN

GUARDIAN FIRE TESTING LABORATORIES, INC

480 Hinman Ave., Buffalo, NY 14216
888.680.7974, ext. 404  |  guardianfiretesting@gmail.com

www.firetesting.com

Certifying Product Reliability Against Fire
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HONORING HISTORY

that it clads the door allowed AMBICO to fabricate a 

and which could incorporate architectural hardware that 
still met security needs. 

As well, and at the request of the architect, AMBICO 

with their decades-old patina. They provided a number 

as well as different alloys of materials to achieve a 
perfect match. This type of attention to detail takes time, 

THE POWER OF EXPERIENCE 

for one of the country’s most storied cities. They also 

downtown core and a belief in a prosperous future. +

JACK SHINDER is president of AMBICO 

In order to meet 
accessibility 
standards, the two 
glass panels that 
previously separated 
the sets of three 
doors (original to 
the left) were moved 
to the edges and 
replaced by slightly 
narrower bronze 

preservation.

KEY CHALLENGES

fabrication. 

Modern-day accessibility requirements were the impetus for a 

must meet certain accessibility standards. 
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