5D]]DPDWD]]DW
&DGLOODF3ODFH
Jazz-era bronze doors create
dramatic entranceway to
historic landmark.
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%XWWRDSSUHFLDWHWKHWUXHVLJQLƓFDQFHRIWKLV1DWLRQDO+LVWRULF
Landmark, you’d do well to let your mind drift back almost a
FHQWXU\7KH5RDULQJ7ZHQWLHVZHUHLQIXOOVZLQJDQG'HWURLW
was at the center of it all.
$PHULFDQVŴRFNHGWRWKHERRPLQJPHWURSROLVWRJUDEWKHLU
piece of the wealth promised by an automobile industry
DWIXOOWKURWWOH,QGHHGEHWZHHQDQGWKHFLW\ōV
population would quintuple to 1.5 million.
%LJEXVLQHVVEUHGELJLGHDVDQGGUDPDWLFEXLOGLQJV
,WZDVDXWRPRELOHZHDOWKWKDWEDQNUROOHGWKH*HQHUDO0RWRUV
%XLOGLQJZKLFKRSHQHGLQ ,WZDVUHQDPHG&DGLOODF
3ODFHLQDIWHU'HWURLWōVIRXQGHU$QWRLQH/DXPHWGH/D
0RWKHVLHXUGH&DGLOODF 

Impressive and imposing, Cadillac Place
dominates a full city block in central
Detroit. Today, it’s the destination for
more than 2,000 State of Michigan
employees, who swarm in and out of its
noble bronze doors each weekday.

:LGHO\UHQRZQHGDVDQH[TXLVLWHH[DPSOHRI1HRFODVVLFDO
DUFKLWHFWXUHWKHOLPHVWRQHFODGEXLOGLQJZDVWKHVHFRQG
ODUJHVWRIƓFHEXLOGLQJLQWKHZRUOG'HVLJQHGWRLPSUHVVLWV
H[WHULRUZDVVXUURXQGHGE\DQDUFKHGFRORQQDGHVXSSRUWHG
by Ionic columns. Around the perimeter, three sets of
HQWUDQFHVERDVWHGLPSRVLQJEURQ]HGRRUVDQGIUDPHV
QLQHH[WHULRUDQGQLQHLQWHULRU HDFKWULPPHGZLWKLQWULFDWH
GHFRUDWLRQ7KHVHRSHQHGLQWRDPDUEOHOLQHGDUFDGHƓOOHG
with commercial enterprises.

A clear expression of the changes integrated into the modern design
can be seen in the accompanying “before” image on the right and
“after” image on the left.

,Q$0%,&2/LPLWHGZDVDSSURDFKHGWROHQGLWV
H[SHUWLVHWRDQDPELWLRXVSODQWRUHSODFHWKHRULJLQDOVROLG
EURQ]HGRRUVQRZZRUQDQGIDLOLQJDIWHUFORVHWRDFHQWXU\RI

SEPTEMBER 2019 DOOR SECURITY + SAFETY

3+2726&2857(6<2)$0%,&2/7'

BY JACK SHINDER

DECORATIVE DOORS & FRAMES
FOR RESTORATION PROJECTS
use, with modern door and frame assemblies that would meet
WRGD\ōVVWULQJHQWEXLOGLQJFRGHVZKLOHVWLOOUHVSHFWLQJWKH
DHVWKHWLFRIWKHYHQHUDEOHEXLOGLQJ

|

THE SITUATION
0LFKLJDQEDVHGGHVLJQSURIHVVLRQDOVFRQWDFWHG$0%,&2WR
OHQGLWVH[SHUWLVHWRWKHSURMHFW7KHDUFKLWHFWVōFKDOOHQJHV
ZHUHWZRIROGŋWRHQVXUHWKHGRRUVFRQIRUPHGWRPRGHUQ
VDIHW\DQGXVDJHFRGHVDQGWRPDLQWDLQWKHLQWHJULW\RIWKH
RULJLQDOGHVLJQ
In other words, the architects had to take a detailed look at
WKHGRRUVWKDWZHUHLQSODFHLQDQGGHWHUPLQHKRZWR
recreate that aesthetic for today’s world.
5HDFKLQJWKHEHVWGHVLJQVROXWLRQLQYROYHGEDODQFLQJWKH
QHHGVRIWKHDUFKLWHFWZLWKEXGJHWDU\FRQVWUDLQWVDQG
WHFKQLFDOFKDOOHQJHV
7KHWHFKQLFDOFKDOOHQJHVZHUHFRPSRXQGHGE\WKHIDFWWKDW
$0%,&2ZDVWDVNHGWRZRUNZLWKEURQ]HDUHODWLYHO\VRIW
material that’s easily marked and bent out of shape. If the
GRRUVKDGEHHQFODGLQDPRUHIRUJLYLQJPDWHULDOVXFKDV
VWHHOWLQ\ŴDZVFRXOGEHFRQFHDOHGZLWKSDLQW,QWKLVFDVH
AMBICO’s skilled fabricators worked meticulously on each
GRRUGHVLJQLQJDQGIRUPLQJWKHEURQ]HFODGGLQJRQDSLHFH
by-piece basis to ensure that each door was perfect.

www.ambico.com

SPECIALTY DOOR
PROGRAM
HAVING
PROBLEMS WITH
FIRE-RATED LABELS FOR YOUR
SPECIALTY DOORS?
Guardian can help solve your problem.
Contact us for fast, efﬁcient labeling service. Submit shop
drawings to Guardian for approval of the door’s ﬁre-rated status.

GUARDIAN
GUARDIAN FIRE TESTING LABORATORIES, INC
480 Hinman Ave., Buffalo, NY 14216
888.680.7974, ext. 404 | guardianﬁretesting@gmail.com

www.ﬁretesting.com
At the main entrance, the three
revolving door rotundas (original on
WKHULJKW ZHUHPRGLƓHGWRLQFRUSRUDWH
swing doors, while maintaining the
overarching aesthetic.

Certifying Product Reliability Against Fire
GUARDIAN IS ACCREDITED BY ANAB TO ISO:17025 AS A TEST LAB; ISO 17020 AS AN
INSPECTION BODY AND TO ISO 17065 FOR PRODUCT CERTIFICATION.
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In order to meet
accessibility
standards, the two
glass panels that
previously separated
the sets of three
doors (original to
the left) were moved
to the edges and
replaced by slightly
narrower bronze
ŴXVKSDQHOV

VOLJKWO\QDUURZHUEURQ]HŴXVKSDQHOV7KLVSURYLGHGWKH
OHHZD\WRZLGHQDOORIWKHHQWUDQFHGRRUVWRLQFKHV
ZLWKRQHGRXEOHLQFKGRRUGHVLJQHGWRDOORZODUJH
LWHPVWREHPRYHGLQDQGRXWRIWKHEXLOGLQJ $WWKH
PDLQHQWUDQFHRQ*UDQG$YHQXHWKHWKUHHUHYROYLQJ
GRRUURWXQGDVZHUHPRGLƓHGWRLQFRUSRUDWHVZLQJ
GRRUVZKLOHPDLQWDLQLQJWKHRYHUDUFKLQJDHVWKHWLF

HONORING HISTORY
*RRGGHVLJQLVWKRXJKWIXO$QGXSJUDGLQJDQ\SLHFHRI
DQLFRQLFEXLOGLQJPXVWEHGRQHLQDZD\WKDWUHVSHFWVWKH
RULJLQDOFKDUDFWHUDQGPDWHULDOV7KHVHGRRUVLQWHJUDWH
ROGDQGQHZWKHEURQ]HH[WHULRUƓWVWKHHUDEXWWKHIDFW
that it clads the door allowed AMBICO to fabricate a
OLJKWHUVWUXFWXUHWKDWZDVHDVLHUWRWUDQVSRUWDQGLQVWDOO
and which could incorporate architectural hardware that
still met security needs.
As well, and at the request of the architect, AMBICO
LQFRUSRUDWHGGHVLJQGHWDLOVWKDWLQFOXGHGVWXQQLQJ
PLWHUHGFRUQHUVDQGVORSHGJOD]LQJEHDGVWRSURYLGHD
JUDGXDOLQWHUIDFHZLWKWKHJODVV

,WZDVDSURMHFWWKDWGHPDQGHGDKLJKOHYHORIH[SHUWLVH
WHFKQLFDONQRZOHGJHDQH\HIRUGHWDLODQGDFRPPLWPHQWWR
preservation.

$0%,&2GHVLJQHUVDOVRZRUNHGFORVHO\ZLWKWKHDUFKLWHFW
WRHQVXUHWKHEURQ]HFODGGLQJRQWKHQHZGRRUVZDVDV
FORVHDPDWFKDVSRVVLEOHWRWKHRULJLQDOEURQ]HGRRUV
with their decades-old patina. They provided a number
RIFRUQHUVDPSOHVWHVWLQJRXWSROLVKHGDQGVDWLQƓQLVKHV
as well as different alloys of materials to achieve a
perfect match. This type of attention to detail takes time,
H[SHUWLVHDQGDFRPPLWPHQWWRH[FHOOHQFH

KEY CHALLENGES

THE POWER OF EXPERIENCE

$0%,&2ōVH[SHUWVRYHUFDPHDQXPEHURIFKDOOHQJHVDVWKH\
FROODERUDWHGZLWKWKHDUFKLWHFWVRQWKHGRRUVōGHVLJQDQG
fabrication.

$OWKRXJKWKLVZDVDGHPDQGLQJFRQWUDFWLWZDVRQHWKDW
$0%,&2ZDVFRQƓGHQWWRWDFNOHJLYHQSDVWH[SHULHQFH

2QHRIWKHELJJHVWREVWDFOHVZDVWKHGHSWKRIWKHGRRU
MDPEV,QWKHMDPEVZHUHMXVWWKUHHLQFKHVGHHSŋQRWD
SUREOHPJLYHQWKDWHDFKRULJLQDOMDPEZDVVROLGEURQ]H8VLQJ
WHFKQLFDOSURƓFLHQF\GHYHORSHGRQVLPLODUKHULWDJHSURMHFWV
$0%,&2ƓWWKHQHFHVVDU\VWUXFWXUHVZLWKLQWKHIUDPHVZKLOH
VWLOOPDLQWDLQLQJWKHRULJLQDOMDPEGHSWK
$GGLQJWRWKHFKDOOHQJHZDVWKHZHLJKWRIWKHPRGHUQ
VHFXULW\JODVVWKDWQHHGHGWREHLQWHJUDWHGLQWRWKHQHZ
SDQHOV&ODGLQEURQ]HWKHQHZGRRUVDUHDVVWURQJDVWKH
RULJLQDOVDQGDUHGHVLJQHGWRODVWIRUJHQHUDWLRQV
Modern-day accessibility requirements were the impetus for a
VHFRQGGHVLJQFKDOOHQJH7RWKHFDVXDOYLVLWRU&DGLOODF3ODFH
LVDQRGHWRDJORULRXVWLPHLQWKHFLW\ōVKLVWRU\WKHLPSRVLQJ
EURQ]HGRRUVDXJPHQWHGE\HODERUDWHIULH]HVDQGWZRVWRU\
KLJKDUFKHV%XWRQDPRUHSURVDLFQRWHWKHEXLOGLQJLVQRZ
KRPHWR6WDWHRI0LFKLJDQHPSOR\HHVDQGDVVXFKLWVGRRUV
must meet certain accessibility standards.
7KHGRRUVKDGWREHZLGHQHGVOLJKWO\WRHQVXUHWKDW
ZKHHOFKDLUVFRXOGSDVVWKURXJKWKHP7RDFFRPSOLVKWKLV
WKHWZRJODVVSDQHOVWKDWSUHYLRXVO\VHSDUDWHGWKHVHWV
RIWKUHHGRRUVZHUHPRYHGWRWKHHGJHVDQGUHSODFHGE\
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$0%,&2H[FHOVDWFRPSOH[KHULWDJHSURMHFWVOLNHWKH
&DGLOODF3ODFH7KHLUH[SHUWVZHOFRPHWKHFKDOOHQJH
LQKHUHQWLQUHVWRULQJKHULWDJHSURSHUWLHVDQGKDYHWKH
H[SHUWLVHWRJXLGHDUFKLWHFWVWKURXJKWKHWLPHFRQVXPLQJ
SURFHVVRIVRXUFLQJPDWHULDOVDQGUHDFKLQJGHVLJQ
VROXWLRQVWRPHHWVWFHQWXU\EXLOGLQJFRGHV
7RGD\WKHQHZEURQ]HGRRUDQGIUDPHDVVHPEOLHVDW
&DGLOODF3ODFHDUHPRGHUQLQVSLULWEXWZLWKDQROGZRUOG
H[WHULRUWKDWKDUNHQVEDFNWRWKHV7KH\UHSUHVHQW
DUHVSHFWIRU'HWURLWōVKLVWRU\DQGUHFDOODWKULOOLQJHUD
for one of the country’s most storied cities. They also
UHSUHVHQW0LFKLJDQōVFRPPLWPHQWWRUHYLWDOL]HWKHFLW\ōV
downtown core and a belief in a prosperous future. +

JACK SHINDER is president of AMBICO
/LPLWHG(PDLOMVKLQGHU#DPELFRFRP

